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eause its traditional observance made it the

qmtmm!utmd desirable for the great

y of the people. In the French Legisla-

Corps, when Monsignor FRurPxL sug-

gested the partioular deslgnation of Bunday

the legal day of rest, his proposel raised a

of opposition, and it was rejected by

& great majority. The Chamber resented all

foterference of the Ohurch In the matter.

Ita legialation it would have purely seoular
in both purpose and appearanoce.

The Hungarian bill provides for the ob-
servance of Bunday as a legal day of rest
from work, with the exoeption of special
and necessary labor, which may be pursued
wunder the suthority of the responsible Min-
fater. The absence of any purely religious
motive in this legislation is shown by the
refusal of the Dist to mcoept a propoaition
that Aug. 2, tho festival of Bt. BTEPHEN, re-
verod as the King and Apostie of Hungary,
should pe kept as a national hollday. This was
done, scoording to the Roman Cathollo
Tablet of London, " out of a delicate consid-
eration for the feelings of the 600,000 or 700,-
000 Jews who are domiclled in Hungary, and
are gradually but surely becoming the
owners of the soll of 8t BTePERN'S land."”
Bunday, therefore, was not made a legal day
of rest as a Christian measure, but only as a
matter of secular policy, and Inferentially
88 soceplable to Christinns, Jews, and in-
filels allke.

In the Gorman Relchstag the Bunday
question has been settled practically on the
same theory. With certaln necessary ex-
ceptions, occupations involving human la-
bir are to be discontinued on Bunday, A
reaolution of the Asssmbly requests the
fmperial Chancellor to communioste with the
different Federul Governmeuts for the pur-
pre of seouring the wuoiform restriction
of Bunday railway traflv throughout QGer-
many to the conveyance of passengersonly;
and the Emperor Is authorized to extend the
obligntory cessation of work to uther em-
pioyments thaa those requiring purely man-
ual labor. Noshops are to remain open on
Bunday more than five hours, and the mu-
ni ‘ipal authoritles are empowered to re-
striot the time still furthar.

Thesa measures are conceasions to the de-
mands of labor rather than to any religious
sentiment. They are intanded only to give
rost to the working people, so many of whom
now toll the whole week through; and to
that extent they will modify the Continental
Bunday as it has been known. But it will
not be the fast day our Sabbatarians would
make It here. 1t will continue to be a holl-
day, a day of rest, recreation, and pleasure.
There will be less work and more play.

Practioally, also, the " American Babbath,"
as the Babbatarians call it, no longer exlsts
in New York. The great majority of the
people do not even go to church, and of the
minority who attend religlous servioes the
vast majority observe the remalnder of

y a8 a day ol pleasure, Even the num-

of professed Babbatarians who practise

what they preach Is very small. Even Ool.

SExFARD is not included among them, The

Amerioan Bunday and the Continental Sun-
day are growing more and more alike.

The Coercion of Newfoundland.

The eventa of the past few days have put
& new and very serious face upon the New-
foundland fAishery disputes. The controversy
between Franoo and England is now eclipsed
by the quarrel of Great Britain with her
eolony, which has taken the shape of local
judioial decislons hampering lmperial diplo-
maoy. and of Parllamentary ooerclon im-
voked to carry out the polioy of the Crown.

It was cortainly a colnoidence that Lord
ExvrsrorD's bill to revive the authority of
the Crown In securing to ¥Franoe her flshery
rvights was introduced Into Parliament the
very day after the wires brought to London
the news of the declslon in Mr. Jamzs
BAmp's sult at Bt, Johns, That sult had
been Inatituted agalnet Capt. Bir Barowin
WarLxer for having shut up Mr. Bamp's

“Jobstar lactory vn the Franoh shore of New-

foundland last Juns, France had repsated-
ly protested against the establishment of
English lobster-canning factorles ou that
shore as belng contrary to the treaty; the
English factory owners had replied that the
French were the aggressors, alnoe the treaty
did not include the ocanning of lobsters
among the shore privileges granted to
them. Pending a relerence of thisguestion to
srbitration, sinoe arrenged for, Franoce and
Eogland had made a temporary agresment
for olosing the more recent of the new fao-
tories, Inaluding all opened subssquent to s
eertaln day, and for 4a equal divislon of any
new licenses granted by the jolot consent of
the French and English naval commanders
90 the Newfoundiand station, who were to
have obarge of this matter. The aetion of
Capt. WaLxEn, under his instructions, in
eizing Mr, Baimp's property, subjected
him to the sult for damages whioh has been
dealded ageinst bim,
«Yet we are not to Infer that the bill in-
stantly introduoced by the Oolonlal Becretary
to protéct Britlah paval officers hereafter
in dolng what Capt. Warnxms did, was
prompted by frritation at the judiolal de-
elslon. That declslon was hardly a surprise,
and arises from a ourious state of things.
Moveral months ago it wasdisclosed that the
leglalation of Great Britaln and of New-
founaland bad besn found unexpectedly
defoctive in this very particular of power
to carry out the provisions of the treaty of
Versallles. Accordingly, the British Forelgn
om.ao asked Newfoundland to supply the
' legislation to protect naval ofllcers
"u modus vivendi stipulations,
lo oo.lnn.r deolined 50 10 dgye it

greatiy disspproved of the concessions made
came
fo su plasce of eolonlal authority by
the revival of the Orown authority for that
provided it ahould be demonstrated
cum in the Bammp suld that the
former was lacking.

It fs fair to say that the British Govern-
mend, in view of iis compast with Franse,
oould hardly do otherwise than Introduce
the Kxrvrevonp measure. To confess by in-
aotion sither that it was intimidated by the
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» breaking of falth that must demorallze its
diplomatis dealings with all other nations,

None the less will Lord Kxumronp's
moasure have upon Newfoundland the lrri-
tating effect of a fores bill, although ber re-

granted. Its Introduction must already
have satisfled France of the British Gov-
ernment's good falth In standing by the
modus wioedd and the agresment for arbl-

sade the pressnt measure; and In this pro-
viso there may lle the possibliity of & com-
promiss by which the colonyand the mother
country shall not be brought into confllet.

But the present trouble might well lsad
Lord BALISBURY to make propositions fora
shorter out 1o the end he is probably alming
at. Although thetwo countries have agreed
to refer the lobster dispute to arbitration,
that agreement could be superseded by one
for purchasing outright all olsims of France
in Newfoundland. The arbitration proceed-
fogs will themselves be tedious and costly,
and the cause of irritation will remain as
now, with the clear possibility of an adverse
decision after all. It might, therefore, be
the wiser plan to buyout the French at
onos, slnoe, although the price would now
be influenced by the posalbiiity of a decislon
of the thres arbiters in favor of Franos, it
might be governed a year honos by the cer-
talnty of such a declslon. It Is clearly un-
deairable to keep the people of Newfound-
Jand brooding upon that diversity of inter-
ests betwean themselves and the Imperial
Government, which leads the latter to shape
its polloy at 8t. Johns and Bay 8t. George
according to the exigencies of the situation
on the Niger or the Nils. A liberal von-
osssion to France of territory In Africa in
return for her abandonment of her treaty
rights on the French shore might win back
the cheerful loyalty of an unfettered New-
foundland,

Prof. Briggs and the Bible.

When Prof. Brigos was Inducted Into his
new chalr of Biblical Theology In the Union
Theological Beminary recently, he made
this emphatioc declaration:

“[ batievs the Foriptnrea of the 014 and New Testa-
ments to be the Word of Gob, the only lnfallible rale of
falib and practice; and I de mow, In the presemce of
Gon and the directors of this seminary, sclemnly and
sincersly recelve and adopt the Westminster Coufession
of raith, as coniainiag the system of dogtrine tanghiin
the Beripiures.”

Haviog made this declaration, Dr. BRicas
prooesded to announce at much length that
his bellaf, his views, and his opinivns are
directly contrary toit. “I shall venture to
affirm."” he eald, “that, 80 far as I can see,
there are errors In the Beriptures that noone
has been able to explain away; and the
theory that they were not in the original
text ls sheer assumption, upon which no
mind oan rest with oertainty.”

Prol. Brioas therefore denles the Infalll-
bility of the Bible, though he has sworn be-
fore GoD and men that he bellevesintt. A
book cannot be called infalllble In which
there are obvious errors. It 1s not Divine
unless it |a wholly true, The human mind
has no test by which to separate the specu-
lations of men from the revelation of Gob.
The Bible must bs sccepted and revered as
the Word of Gop, and therefore beyond hu-
man coriticism, or it must be treated as of
human authorship, and therefore of no
higher authority than the writars,

Bo starting out, Prof. Bricaa bullds up a
theology which {8 of human construction
entirely. He takes from the Bible what
sults his purpose and rejects the rest as un-
true and unreasonable. The Biblical theory
of one Gop of mercy and loving kindnees
approves (itself to- his judgment =ns
In advancs of all previous and con-
temporary oonceptions of the Divine
charsoter, but Biblical narratives of
particular manifestations of Supreme rule
he puts aside as liable to error, He acoepts
the maln speoculation, but rejeots the infer-
ences from it, preferring to draw the con-
olusions for himsslf, and desming that the
superior enlightenment of this day enables
him to do it better than writers In-
flusnced by the narrower views of
the aarller and darker period when
they dealt with the momentous sub-
ject. Hedoss not say this in so many words,
but we cannot ses any other logleal end to
his argument. He seams to find nothing
more than the werm of truth in the Bible, and
that germ choked by the weeds of error. The
office of Biblioal oriticlem, sccording to him,
is to tear up the weeds, so that the plunt of
truth may have full and heaithy growth,

In the first place, he wonld have people
fet over their old veneration for the sup-
posed writers of the Bible. * Apart from
the sacred writngs,” he says, * Mosms and
Davip, PavrL and PR, would be no more
to us than Cowruvorvs or Haxya Mom"
But, on his theory of Biblioal ecriti-
clem, how oan they ba any more
even with the saored writings? If they
were not the lnspired revelators of the Word
of Gop, but were liable to human error, in
what respect were they superior to Cow-
rucaus and Baxya Mowi exoept as thelr
speonlations seem more reasonable to us?
Unlesa there be falth that they wrote the
actual revelation of Gop concerning mys-
teriess which po merely human In-
tolligenoes otn fathom, and that, conse-
quently, their writings are not susceptible of
human criticiam, but are to be believad and
pot questioned, they must be put In the
same category with OCowFUorUs, BAKYA
Ment, PraTo, BoonaTEs, and Profl. Briacs
himsel!, ns men who were merely speoulst-
ing about matters as to which they could
have no knowisdge. They are writers on
sacred subjects, and not saored writers)
and If they did not reveal the (nfal.
litle and perfeot Word of Om
but kept within the limitations
the buman intellect and umulu
wore not MaTranw, Manx, LUxs, and Jouw
under the same conditiona? Whenes, thes,
is the authority of the Bible? How can mea
acospt its explanations of Gop's govern-
ment, of the insarnstion, the redemption,
and the resurrection of the dead as the true
and final solution of the mystery of life and
death? The great fundamental dootrines
ol Christisnity bave mo other foundation

than bellef that the writers of the Bible

wrofe w the amenuonses of Lhe Almighty © when theyi-glp to

I

facts of etarnity far

‘or the whole must be rejected, and the riddle
Jolt nnsolved and insolable.,

This Is whers the Biblieal eriticlem of Prof.
Bamoas logleally lands him. He is adrift
without chart ox compass; and that means
that he isin the same boat with the ag-
noatios.

Rapid Transit.

The most beautifal part of New York olty
s unquestionably the southern end at the
Battery. It would be & blessing If the
present park there could be madas ten times
larger, and strotoh across from one river to
the other. But it I8 also the polnt at which
the requirements of businees orowd In with
a dagree of pressure not concentrated any-
where eise in the olty., Inthe naturalorder
of things all lines of traffio running length-
wise with the oity must oonnect with tho
ferries which meat at the Battery. And
these conflictiog interests must be adjustad.

They oan be dealt with with wisdom snd
with justice and apprectation for every ele-
ment, and they can be settled for the gen-
eral benefit of the publio; or they can be dis-
oussed and treated from the standpoint of
prejudice unfit to have s volee on any sub-
ject, and of ignorance that does not trouble
{taslf to struggle againat any prejudice.

There Is & bill in the Leghslature now pro-
posing to allow the elavated rallroad to en-
Jarge the space it ooccuples by a very few
feet, according to a deelgn to be found In
another column. As a matter of fact. the
dotriment to the public use of the Bat-
tery Park caused by such a change
would be substantially Ipsignificant. In
such & spot as that the attractions of
the water alde am 80 Incomparably
'greater than the interior border that the en-
joyment of the ground by the lines of the
railroad is little or almost nothing. Allow-
ing, however, that every foot of space Is
equally valuable to the public, the hundreds
of thousands of dally passengers by the els-
vated road are entitled to oonsideration
noné the lesa.

In regard to another polnt, the elevated
road Is placed at present on what we ocon-
slder a wrong principle. It s placed whers
it is, we suppose, with the idea of being far
enough within the park to permit of suffl-
colent trees fto stand along the Interior
lire to produce a park effect to those ap-
proaching it from the city. It would be
much better, In our judgment, to abandon
that effect entirely, as It Is at best but
very imperfect, and to move In the
entire structure as near the strest as possi-
ble, 8o as to broaden out to that extent the un-
interruptad space of park between the rail-
road and the water. That, howeaver, s a de-
tall of less vital importanes than the fact
that it is in the highest degree desirable to
improve the facllities of the slevated road as
rapldly and as complately as it ia feasibls
under the existing system.

The Bullding of a Mussum.

The Legislature of New York, sollcited by
the Brookiyn Instituteof Arts and Belences,
has just authorized the city of Brooklyn to
belp in the establishment of a publis mu-
seum to the extent of contributing the sum
of $300,000, Buch an institution is needed, but
certain lessons with regard to bullding, fill-
Ing, and conducting It should be learned In
advance from the example of the Metropoli-
tan Museum In this clty.

The bullding firet erected for this was so
ugly that, when its enlargement was re-
quired, It was perhaps as well to vary the
design both outslde -and in: but this sacri-
floe of unity has given us a bullding which
in many of Its parts is unsatisfactory. In
the old portion we have mean stalrcases
and a central hall which, although of impos-
ing spaciousness, looks llke & rallway ter-
minus. In the new portion the galleries
down stairs are badly lighted, and they could
not have & worse fault, while the worst
possible example to archlitects and the pub~
lic Is set by the rows of pillars which, pro-
fessing to bé of black marble, are In reality
but varnished wood. Up stairs the new
ploture galleries are not so well lighted as
they should be, Buch errors as thess the
bullders of the Brooklyn Museum should
try strenuously to avold.

In the second place, they should avoid the
wholesals purchase or acoaptance of ocollec-
tlons whose value |8 not commensurate
with the spaos they will need. It was the
chance to purchase ths Cmsworna collection
which led to the founding of our Museum,
and for its inoldental usefulness as & whole
wo are duly grateful. But while It inoludes
many things of marked intrinslo walue,
notably the marvellous collection of glasa,
it Includes many others which can have
neither charm nor interest for the general
publio; which are reduplicated to an extent
far beyond the needs of the antiguary;
which at the time oost mooney and now
absorb space that far better might be de-
voted to something else. It ls the same

with the original Museum collection of old’

plotures, bought nearly at the same time
and Hkewisein alump. A dozen of them,
perbaps, have genulne interest, and two or
three are very valuable; but the reat no
one oates for or ever will,

Rules of some sort should be adopted, in-
deed, with regard to the reception of gifts
and bequests of any sort or fsize. Well-
meaning but Injudicions persons ahould not
be allowed, In life or atter death, to unload
upon the new museum such & hoset of sec-
ond and third rate things as have been im-
posed upon ours, Those who formed and
gave the Worwn collection of pliotures, for
instance, deserve everlasting gratitude for
thelr good Intentions; but, except In its
historical interest as proving the level of
publio taste in our time, future gensrations
will flnd little excuse for the pressnce of a
large portion of it. It is the same with
numerous single canvases given by varlous
persons, and, unfortunately, they are often
thosa that take up many yards of the
wall space 80 preclous In suoh rooms.
It may be sald that there is danger that
genarosity will be discouraged LI gift horses
systematiocally are looked inthe mouth. But
the real connolsseur will have faith in the
convincing value of what he offers, and it is
the real connolsseur only whose gifts are
wanted in & public museum. We are in-
elined to think that if the reception of a
gift under thess conditions lmplisd its
gouuine value, the pride of all eltizens
who think they know a good thing from
& bad one would be stimulated, each desiring
to place himself in evidenoe on the honor
roll of the mussum's benslactors, But i
not, it still remalns true that It s far better
for & mussum to grow slowly than to grow
rankly; far better thatit should show people
a fow excellent things by thomaelves than
beswamped by a fatiguingiand taste-per-
werting multitude of poor ones.

Another point §0 be remembered is that
just a8 soon as & collection, no matier how
small, is arranged, it should be catalogued

. 'The prime purpose of & museum
for the peoplals not idly to amuss, but to ln-
tercst and Instruct, Only when the people
gotsome idea of what things are o all
the multiform mesulngs of the tarm,
they begin to understand them, sad oaly

undgratand them
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they learn from them or even enjoy them to
any appreciable degres. This ls true even
of plotures, and still more true of those

artioles of art and handiordft which

large one about which nothing oan be
learned. The oatalogues Issued by the

formation about the old plotures, very de-
plombly poor in quality.

In this age of the world it should be need-
less to add that the very firstduty of a pub-
llo musaum ia to bs open really to the pub-
lio--bo the peopls as a whole—at such times
a8 they are at liborty to visitit. But, alas,
it Is not needless. It ls, indeed, very need-
ful to Inslst that no money shouald be
given for any new museum of art or solenoe
unless the gitt leaves Ita privilege un-
abridged to open ite doors every even-
Ing and st least halt the day on Bundays.
Otherwise it will not be a publlo Institution,
but an establishment for the benefit of bet~
ter to do people only. We are always told
that there are difficulties in the way; but
this means merely that the more constantly
a museum is open the more money Is needed
to run it, and is thorelore & mere exouss, not
a valid roason, for oloalng doora at just the
time when it s most desirable to bave them
open. Would not the people rejolce if our
mussums wera closed two days In the week
if, Instead, they were opened on Sundays ?

There are other points which might be
noted, as, for instanoce, the necessity thata
mussum director should command universal
reapect by his high reputation as a man and
a8 & student of worka of art, and that all
museum employees should be instructed to
be Invariably courtsous to the public, and
to throw as few obstacles as posalble in the
way of those who desire to study the oolleo-
tions either with the eye only or with the
pencll In hand, But thess points, we trust,
may safaly be left to the good sense of the
managers of the propossd institution in
Brooklyn, upon whose prospect we con-
gratulate them,

As Usual.

The readiness with which the Btuffed
Prophet of Broad, late Willlam, streel re-
sponds to outside pressure of propriety or
importunity remains about the same as
ever. His congratulation to Gen. PALMER
upon his election as Democratic Senator of
Illinois was printed in the Chicago papers
of the 19th instant. We suppose it was
writjen upon the 1Tth, or Tuesday of last
woak, Gen. PALMER having been elected on
the 1ith. The Intervening six days,
though, were very lively, partioularly In
the neighborhood of Chleago, in the nom-
foation of JouN Parmme for Demo-
cratic President In 1803, in the swell-
ing of the latter's mall with congratu-
latory letters and telegrams from Demo-
cratio statesmen anywhere and everywhere,
including the Hon. DAVID B. HiLL of New
York, and in local comments, mainly humor-
ous and sarcastio, upon the S8tuffed Prophet's
sudden cessation, in this instance, from his
almost confirmed habit of leaving his card
by letter or telegram at the door of every
little Democratio function that offered him
the chance. Governor HILL's telegram to
Gen. PALMER was sent probably the day
aftor the election, as It was printed in the
Chicago papers of Friday, the 18th, and the
fact of ita transmission was recorded in
Ta= Bux on Bunday last. On last Tueaday,
or possibly late on Monday mnight, the fol-
lowing missive, signed “GRovER CLEVE-
LAND," was dropped intoa New York lamp
post, designed for Illinols:

*To yuz Hox. Jomx M. Parusn: I suppose congrals
uiations upon your slectiom to ithe Bemate have poured
in upon yon thick and fast. I bave walted for the sub-
eidonce of the flood to assure you of my gratification
with the result and to tander my consratuiationa™

Evidently when it Is incumbent upon Mr.
CLEVELAND to account for himself during
the ocourrence of any past event of interest
and concern to the Democratic party, he has
but to turn to a carefully continued diary in
order to provide himself with a sufficlent
and justifiable explanation. Not long after
the Democracy’'s tremendous campalgn
against the Republicans last fall, in which
the latter were nearly swept out of the
House of Representatives, lost four seata
in the Benata, and falled in thelr most
insidious attempt In connection with the
Mugwumps to get possesalon of the Demo-
oratic stronghold of New York city, the
Claimant demonstrated by his lotter con-
gratulating Governor PaTTISON of Penn-
sylvania that during thls entire crisls,
In which he had disappeared from pub-
llo view, he had “held his breath.”
While our Democratio statssmen were
filling the Hpringflaid Post OMos with
thelr messages of pleasure and oon-
gratulation at & hard-fighting old Demo-
arat’s unexpected stroke in Illinols, the
Btuffed Prophet of Broad street was * walt-
fng for the subaldence of the flood.” We
wonder what he will do next.

In justice to Jorn Wawamaxzm, United
Biates Postmaster-General we are constrained
to testity to his appreoiation and publioation of
ons of the great seorsts of modern happiness,
We find & in the Philadelphia Fress’s signed
WaNamaxzs oolumn:

“Egoelloat Suependsrn ol 28 sentn A pair 10 snch
wousers. Why mog!"

Twenty-five cents seems rather low for sus-
penders, but Joxn is right in his pripciple.

_—

An *Insult to American Foets."

To wan Epmwon or Tap Sun—8ir; In sakiag the Fops
Laureate of Bugiond, Alfred Tomnywom, 8o write ihe
salntatery posm for the Worid's Falr, in preference to
selocting one of Amoeriea's Frest and able peein, o re-
garded by many people 84 & grees lasull 1o our Amer
lona barda
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To *wx Eornes or Tas SBux—Mr: 1don's think elther
Mr John O'Couper or Mr, Willlam Nedmond will dies-
pube my olalm Lo spsak sa an [rishmisn who loves hie
somniry, Melihar 4o [ bellave Mr. Hedmond will ferges
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Guard (slealng the car deor)—Thirty four Rexi
Maud~Doar ma! How &4 bs know!?
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SONE QUESITONS OF ART.

| ———
Oasds at the Meotrepslitan Museum.

There was a time when only orixinal works
of art were thouaht worthy of & piace Ia a mu-
seam. Long agxo. when lovers of art lived like
other men chiefly In the present, museums
were unthousht of, and evea collections in the
modern sense were unknown. In ancient
Greeos the prodaets of earller days and of far-
offeountries were valued if they were beautiful,
or if thay had the sanctity eonferred by long
service o sasred plases or as ohyeets ef popu-
lar reversnce. The Romans were more like
ourselves than the Greeks: they were relative-
Iy deficient in ereative power: therefore they
sast about in foreign Iands for the beauty which
pevertheless thelr nonls desired; and many a
Roman bigh In station, rich in ducats, or lucky
in the chances of war, was & collector on a
very graad scals, bringing home his trophies.
not by the packing eass, but by the ship load.
But what he edllectad was notplaced in*'a
sollection:” nor were his ohjeots valued with
referemce to the question whether they were
many of a kind, and therefors " {llnstrative”
of this or that. or whether indlvidually they
wera " representative” of ons ‘' development™
or another. They were simply works of art In
the primitive, nataral sense, things for the
sdornment of ths palace, the sounell chamber,
the tample, or the publie square. Bo. too, were
the products of medimval times when, onoe
more, men had to make works of art them-
selves or go withont altogether. It was only
when, at the dawn of the Renalssance,
the buried tremaurss of antiguity were
unearibed to broadem the new light
whoss firet sparks had flamed from the
long-forgotten books of antiquity—it was
only then that eollecting In the modern sense
began. And even then it was pursued in some-
thing very unlike the modern spirit. Evea
much Iater on, when the rioh bloom of Bsnals-
sanoe productivity was over aad princes and
potentates began to gather In galleries the
works which. a century or two belore, had
been made for some speclal place in chureh or
palace, thess oollections were for their owa
usé only and served merely the delight-
ing of the eye, There was still mo more
thought for the public’s benefit than for the
education, the Instruotion, of the wmristo-
eratlc owner. Every great Earcpssa mal-
lory lounded more than a eentury ago was
founded and used ms & private mallery;
and no more oritieal point of view was beld by
the persons who formed It than by thoss who
subsequantly admired it. Men In those days
bought what they liked, or (as they still do
vary often) what they thought they ought to
like; and to esch work of mrt tasked, with
bappy confidence, whatever name a vague
scquaintance with artistio’ history first sug-
mested; and. of courss. everything was pro-
nouneed an original which was not a copy of
something so world renowned that even the
most ignorant would have oried out in protest.

Even whea, after the French revolution had
foreed the world to spell the word people with
& big P, and after the revolution of 1848 had
thrown open most of the old royal galleries
to plebelan feot, eollections were for a time
consldered marely as & mesans for giving an
unreasoning kind of pleasure, and only orlai-
nal works of art were thought proper to afford
this pleasure. But as the claims of popular od-
woation have been gradually recognised, art
has been inaluded In the long Ust of desirable
subjects, and mussums have assumed an im-
pertant role as engines of publie Instruotion.
The Instruction thoy oam eonvey has besn
recognized as being of two kinds: They can
form taste by the presentation of beantitul
objeeta, and theyoan inorease the nnderstand-
iIog of art In genorkl by showing Ita
produots In historioal sequence. Thus the
value of orizinal works is tested by a new
standard. They are, or they ought to be, val-
uad only if they are {ntrinsically besutiful, or
If they are historically representative, A good
ploture 18 a precious possession : and so, in an-
other sense, is & poor ons, If it repressnts the
highest jevel. the oharacteristic effort. of the
time and the land which gave It birth. It
pelther of these claims can be made good &
publioc mussum has no plsos for the ploture,
well-anthentioated “original” though it may
be: and a museum catalogue ought to make
it perfectly ciear upon which claim rests the
title of each work it displays.

But with the new testing demanded for orig-
inal works eomens a new hospitality for eoples
as essential to complete the museum’s sdues~
tive task. Whataver they are they cannot give
the full baauty of their originals; butveryoften
they oan give enough of this to delight the eye
immensely, and historieally their service is of
profound importance, Bettar for the eye Is &
partial sight of » masterplece than a full sleht
of some medioority ; and through mediocoritine
no one oan learn what the real history of art
has been. In the domaln of palnting. re-
sources are still very limited in this dires-
tion. A good painted copy of & great
origioal 18 & rarity. Yet such do exist. and
there aresome in New York which far better de-
serve a place on the walls of the Metropolitan
Museum than many of the “orizinala” by
hands old or new. which hang there now. In-
deed, it would be & very sensible sotit some in-
tending benefsctor would scllect and bestow
for the public’'s bensfit all the really exoellent
coples of famous plotures which our young
artists have made in thelr student years or
during thelr rummer holidays, Buch & ool-
lsction wounld inake mo shining mark in the
annals of artistic bensfaotion ;: but it would be
of real utility, and that {s more than can be
sald for some of the showiest donations our
Musenm bas recelved.

However. no ons would think of illuostrating
systematically the history of palnting by
ooples; serivs of photographs are all that can
be counted upon here. But with works of
soulpture the oase is different; sclence stepain
to do what art ocould mot. The plasterer's
mould makes & more faithful <opy of an
ancisnt work than the eleverest living seulptor
could—a copy whiah, in all but the beauty of
material. is as the original (taslf. Of eourse,

this beauty of material counts for much, but |.

very muoch mors remains when it Is abstrao
And how marvellouslyeven this can sometimes
be imitated Is shown, for exampls, by the
Towb of Bt Bebald, ocopied from the origioal
in Nuremberz, which was recently placed in
our Museurn, It ispot of bronzs, but of some
base material, decepilvely colored and polishe
od, but the eye oannot really see the fact even
when it is known: only & touch is quite con-
vincing, and, for all practioal purposes, We are
looking at Peter Visscher's famous work.
Morsover, even when the size of & plece of
souloture prevents literal repetition, selsnce
still keops the eopy true by patient processss
of " mathematioal reduetion.”

The immenss {mportancs of these facts s
now recognired by all museum authorities,
and @ oollection of ocasts from works of soulp-
ture Is mmong the firet thiogs they desire, as
precious {o itself and incressiog & thousand-
fold the value of any original works they may
Yo able to sscure. The Aneat oolleoction of this
sort In the world is at Berllo ; the best in thia
oountry, o far as our koowledge goes, is 1o the
Boston Museum of Fine Arta, But a begin-
ping has been made at tho Metropolitan Mu-
seum, and steps are now belog taken to carry
the work musch further. Unfortunately, the
gallery s not very well lighted, and as yot no
catalogne exists. whils the Boston eolleotion Is
explained by & bandbook of great complets-
ness and most exocsllent eritical quality,

But If we pass from the gallery whepe these
plaster siatues stand lolo the greatcentral
ball of the Museum, we find & much richer
and more interesting collection. Hers. in &
gemerous wide space and in an admirable
light, the Willard Collsotion of Architectural
Oasth is being arranged. All that the moulder
ean do for & statue he can do for architestural
detalls and for whole features of less than
eoloasal sise: sad though a large bullding
eannotd, of courss. be moulded, patient calou-
Ilations oan make an absolutely falithful copy of
it. Both ltera! reproductions and reduoed
ooples sre Included in the Willard ecllection,
which although not yet all displayed. Is al-
ready richer than the architestural colleetion
in Boston, snd la many ways the most Laterest-
ing and valusble feature of our Museum.

Hage, 8t full alse. are some of the exqulaitely
o~ - o’
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carved doorways, some of the profusely senlp-
tared pulpita and tomba which the Remais-
sance wrought in Italian towns. Hare are
desorative detalls—Triezes, ecapitals, bases,
pedestaln, and 80 on—ol elassio, Romanesque,
Gothio, and Nenalssanee origin. Hizh at one
ond standa the thrice-famous earyaiides from
the Ersotheum in Athens, whioh, by the way,
would look much botter if & curtaln wers hung
behind them to shut off the light which falls
from the windows beyond, and show them
more As their originala nppear, Un elther side,
likewise reproduced In their full sire, are (wo
hume Dorle capitals, one from the Parthenon,
the other from the Propyiea: and op-
posite, at the other end of the
hall. towers the central pillar from the
middls door of the osthedral at Amlons, boar-
iax what Is perhapa the most celebrated statue
which the Middle Ames produoced—ie Jean
Ohrist d'Amiens, Verroohio's work. nea: by.
may be contrasted with Mino da Flesole's,
seen In the lovely aronitectural aotting whioh
the great Italian time knew 80 unerringly how
to manage. And Ia the eentre of the hall rises
one of Niecolh da Plsano’s wonderful pulpits,
falthfolly mouided plece by plece trom the
original; and, under a xlass sase, a big model
of the Parthemon, reatorsd according to the
ideas of a Fremoh archmologiat, with all ita
eolored srulptare, all ita furnishiogs, and its
great gilded statue of Athenc. Turn to the
side of the ball and we see A great model of
the fagade and towers of Notre Dame de
Paris, whiah, it Is sald. Is only the first install-
ment of a work whioh will display the whole
axterior of the church.

These are but a few of the more noteworthy
objeocts In the Willard collestlon. whers no
alightast object laocks beauty or Interest or
valus to the lover of art and the student'of
architecture. Two analities are requlsite in
those who mather sush a collsetion: antholie
taste as regards the developments which
should be ilastrated, and mood judament as
regards the selection of a few typieal objects
from the multitude whith aover the soll ana
erowd the museums of Eurcpe: and these two
qualities evidently have been posssssad by
those to whom the formation of this eollestion
was Intrusted. Moreover, It Is belog arranged
in the best possible way. A photograph of the
original work In lis actugl position Is often
shown in sonneotion with the model, and to
these are added plotures of other objectaof are-
lated kind. For example, around the pedeatal
where stands the model of Notre Dame hangs
a long series of photographs showing the
fagades of other famous churches, so that the
relative bsanty and preoise Individuality of the
Cathedral of Parls is made plaln immediataly.
We may hope that when thia rortion of thelr
work ls completed those who are doing It so
well will prepare & catalogus worthy of the
pame. Labels ought of eonrse to be attached
to every object, and these will satisfy the curi-
onlty of the eareless aightseer. But it fs not
ohlefly for eareless sizhtseers that a publle
mussum exiats, and would-be students of ar-
chitscture ought to find a handbook that will
outline the progress of the art and axplain the
relative Importance of the objects shown.
Even for loan sollections which aroto last but
a few woeks the Boston Mussum lsaues oata-
logues prepared with infinite care by compe-
tent muthorities. Why cannot we have hand-
books as good for the permanent collections
at ths Metropolitan? Bat aven as [t stands
the Willard collection Is immensely Instructive
as well as interesting. Who that compares it,
for instance, with the Ossnola collection of
statues, can doubt that it is better very often
to give money and spase for copies than for
originals ?

ECHOES OF THE IFVES ART BALE

The old collestors at the Ives art sale were
oaally distinguished by the way they bid. They
pever spoke, never became exoited or flurried,
asoocepted defeat stoloally, and showsd no mun-
due slation when they were succeasful. Heber
R. Bishop, who Is credited with possessing the
fivest collection of jades in the counntry, never
lml:oll at the luutionoer. lnd never .poko Irmd

fost Bway.

nf' dding waa du br slightly el
ke e e i
utorl madn lol.lt e fusa about lhllr ] lwu
suse there ny inexperienced
mlnhu Ihom rhlvet.l. en t.honuo

the hidu of th mcn learned brothers

the prices way up.
Ope of the odd eharscters at the sale was
B N. Nickerson, the Chicago banker. He Is &
large man. with bushy, iron-gray bair snd &
mood-natured face. He sat beside B E. Moore,
the dulcr. all the time. and bid or not as the
I.n.t.t{ nud. 'P.omr Palmer. 'nnl. Ch{?ﬁo
[i‘ ! n‘i{nuq‘ n‘é“ pilonu P?n bad
IOIII.fl the amatenr w!lﬁl ors, in-
nd rlrkon vu nl?-{'u able to do them
Arm (] bhe millions of the
IIro cAgO lmahurl at his disposal.

When Auationeer lllrbr mounted his stand
on the last day of the sale he found a small
orocodlle squirming on his desk. It was as
green as the banks of the Nile, and Jooked any-
l.hln.z but pleasaat. It had been placed there

lnn- ~law of D, 0. Mllla, a oollector, who
E.l il‘mm s atrest fakir. As the ma-
controlled it ran down and the

one lur. conv 1-1\*0 the
Emur elul.llm * The . t" ptur
than any plece of jade in the col eenen.

Boma of the men who bought freely were not
!ud.m of tha value of the piesos they seoured.
he uportu' sat bnldo o s buysr who fre-

1
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bave seomed sextravagaut, but they wers not
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A dealer, who {» nll scquninted with Mr.
Ives, nald during the sale that the resson he
sold his collection was because he had suffered
much annoysoce through it. He ‘lll unnnu.mly

During the last day or !hlll-ll o dark-haired,
low-browed man, with a black moustache, and
e7es that seemed constantly 10 be measuring
nmc. stood In the rear of the hall. He seomed

-udln th- sale, but naver falled to m
t o“rrbud 0 entered or

t
i‘ atch 1he millonaives. aud sse
no nou overcoats or umbrellas were
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WHAT §8 QOING ON IN BOCIETR.

The last days of winter, or the Iast daye of
Lent—whichevar It may be—are ssclng s very
dull town just now. Thera Is nothing but the
oxcitement of a somiog wedding With trous.
ronn buying and preparationa for a honeymoon
trip to Europes to make & malden's lifs sndura-
ble. and, unluckily, the number of maldens
who have this life-gaving station belore them
Is remarkably small this year. Lent has used
up the moat prominent and Interesting weds
dings. and with the two or thras that are te
follow Easter the world at large will have but
little to do, On mocoount of the recent death of
Mr. Hannewell's mother Misa Jafiray's mas
ringe will be private, and the guests limited te
relatives. \\e are told that the bridosmalds
are to be gowned In piak, and Miss Ethelinda
Vanderblit Alica's 1o yellow, but thers s nothes
Ing very new or startling In the Information,
and while the sky is so dark and the clouds
hang 80 low nobody oares very muoch what any-
body else mAy wear.

Indeed. milliners and dressmakers afMrm
that the deplorable condition of the strests will
interfers seriously with the usual sxhibition
of spring fashions at "ohurech parade” em
Enstor Bunday. The ladles, especlally those
who, with Mra Klonleut, Mrs. Fredoerio Jones,
Mra. Richard Irvin, and others, have beem
working like teavers to promote the health
and comfort of the community by giving them
alr withont dust and pavementa less than an
Inch deep in grime and Nith, decline to wear
new clothes until thelr phllanthroplo efforts
have been crowned with at leust a modlonm of
succens, And what in Enster without new bon-
nets and gowna? It I true the shops are
orowded with beautiful novelties, while flowsrs
bloum freshly along the principal thorough-
fares, but without the asalstance of human
belngs to give color and brizutness to the
soene, the * day of days" will lack all its worldly
interest and altractlons,

In the meantime Leuten diversions begin to
pall upon the jaded sense. Bowling olubs and
Badminton have dons their best and have dons
it well; but the day of their breaking np s at
hand. Intelleots have been sultivated 10 the
full extent of their aapacities. Maldens and
matrons have made themesslves as flaxible and
elastio as clrous riders, and have learned the
stage falating act so perfectly that they can
drop anywhere without risk of breakinz of
bones or brulsing of flesh. Theatre parties are
gotting monotonous, Harry Osnnon and Robe
ort Hargous are entertaln!ng thelr best friends
at Bermuda and Bt Augustine: the Msssrs
Catting =all on the 4th of April, and thers
will doubtless be a atill Iarger exodus of golden
yonths as that fickle month goes on. The dolls
are stuffed with sawdust, and there is no doubt
at all that life onder present conditions s by
no means worth living,

Dinner parties seem to be the only tunctions
that g0 on forever. Mrs. Edward Oooper
has given several very charming ones during
the last two woeks, and there have beon other
small meetings around the festive board,
where canvasbacke and terrapin. both of
whioh, by some strange process of reasoning
or skill in preparation. are admitted during
Lent as being of the Ninny tribe, were hugely
enjoyed. and where fun and faney did their
perfect work upon the spirits of the guostn,

Next weeok will probably inflict an interreg-
num even in the matter of dinners, but eards
are already out for a3 many as the seven davs
succeeding Easter Bunday can hold or the
votaries of plsasure enjoy. Mra Goodridge's
dance has been n d time post d. on
socount of family aMiotions, leaving Mra
Heber B. Bishop's ball on Eastar Monday the
only danolng funetion expestad.

It seemod hardiy erecible to the ardent Jovers
of Germuan musie, to whoia it has beena tri-
weokly fesst of good things for four years past,
that the ouriain fell yesterday upon ita last
notes for, probably, a long time to some. Ra-
grets rose almostto the dignity of lamenta-
tions on Friday evening among the wvast
crowds of genunine music lovers who were
present, those who sit In baleony and par-
quet and have no part or lot in the social
aspect of the placa. Boolety was but Indiffer-
ently represented. Mr, and Mrs. Willlam O.
Whitney, Mr, and Mrs. Twombly, Mra. Robeck
L. Clarkson, and Miss Amy Townsend belag
‘among the few well-known persons to be seen
in the grand tler.

The prospects of next winter's opsra season
bave been the subject of considerable disous-
sicn eversinoe the declsion of the directors to
put the management of it into the hands of
Mr. Abboy waa announced. The fear has been
expressed that financial exigencies may re-
quire an impoverishment of the orchestrs and
of the ehorus, for which the talents of the star
soloists will be an inadequate compensation,
and that if the public should fail to be at-
tracted to the house the receipts might fall off
so much ns to shipwreck the whole enterprise,
8till, the general opinion is that = temporary
suspension of German opera will do no harm,
and may do a great deal of good,

Until yesterdar the weather for hunting has
been ali thateould be desired, and both the
Meadowbrook and the Rookaway ciubs have
enjoyed good runs. The number of men who
take part in the sport wili shortly be increased
by the roturn of many now absent at the
Bouth. The season will necessarlly bs short,
a8 the spring is rapidly coming on and the
orops will soon be too far advanced to permit
of the invasion ol the fleids by horses and
hounds. Men of equestrian tastes will then
bave to Iall back upon polo, and go into train-
ing for the summer matches at that fasol-
nating game, the programme for which In-
cludes three woeks at Newport,

Americans abroad who have not hurried to
London for presentation at the first dsawing
room are stlll )iogering in the Biviera spjoye
ing the balmy breezes, the fields purple with
violets, and the unequalled beauty of both sea
aod land. Mr. sud Mra Frederiek Vanderbils
were in Nice at the last accounts, awaiting the
Alva. which has since arrived. As Nies also
wore Mr, and Mrs. Ouden Goelet, Mrs. Goelet's
heaith belog still extremely delicate. Mrs
Atherton Blight hns been apending the winter
at Usnnes. where Miss Blight has made a very
deocided soclal success. The Edward R, Whar-
tons, William B, Dinsmores, Earrick Rigas
and Mrs, Tibbie Whity are at Monte Carlo,
where Mrs. White, in spite of her desp mourn=
iog, 18 an object of much admiriog notice,
Mmo. de Ilohap-Chabot, formerly Miss Zeohita
Heyward, has been all winter on the Riviers,
and bas renowed mavy old friendships among
the Americnns congregated there.

In London the season will be falrly opened
after the Enster recoss, and the Amerioan col-
ony are settiiog down like Bt. Paulin thelr own
hired houses, armad with wel -l led puises and
squipped by the skilful Angers of Worth ana
Itedfern. Mre. Marshall Robe:is (with the O™
omitted br particuiar request) has alreadyr
given & farewell dance at Bpencer House,
whers & ataff of 100 servants waa found neces-
sary to do the useful and ornamental within
{ta spacious walls, and she will probably xive
another entertalument io the pew home to
which she has removed,

A bouse warming s expected of Mrs. Mackar
a8 so0n as she Is settied In Oariton House Gar-
dens, and probably a great deal more enter-
talning will be done by the American colony
in their various Juxurious homes,. Their oum-
bera will be ewelivd this year by the presence
of Mrs. and the Misses Howitt, Mrs. and Miss
EBend, Mrs. Plerpont Morgan spd ber daugh-
tere, And very many others whose passages
are booked for the early spring stenmers

In the long list of prominent men who have
dled during the past winter, probably not one
will be more honestly regretted or more pless-
antly remembered than Judee John i Bradr.
In bi« domestie relations be was & model. Ten-
der, thonghtiul, and copslderste. be Lhad aver &
gontls word to smooth away rough places, and
a0 uuselfishness whioh |s the sotner stope of &
buppy bome, In valiroomns, at diuner tables.
and in all places wheie people of education
snd reflnement most do congregste, In W
oourts and business ofMoes. as well as (o the
dwellings of the poor and suffering, his pres-
ence brought smiles to the faces of the saddest,
and by hils Irresiatible wit and humer earry-
ing mirth and joliity wherever he spp®
He waa. In sbort, anspostie of chsaeriulness
good will, and can there be & better mission la
& world where the reverse cOmes 80 frequeatiy

7 § to the troms?
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